Essay 3: Write a genre paper worth 12.5% of your grade—four or five double-spaced pages with a title. Practice your interpretation skills by analyzing the effect of genre in a comparison of two texts with the same basic plot or characters but written in two different genres. Select two of the course texts (Hamlet, Gertrude and Claudius, and Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead). Based on the difference in the genre of the two texts, what conclusions can you draw about the way the second text revises or reorients the meaning of Hamlet? Remember, you need a thesis that argues something about how we should analyze and interpret these texts (not just a description of genre differences), so you must decide what you think is the overall meaning of each of the two texts you pick and how the genre change helps to highlight that difference in meaning. Using close readings and direct textual analysis of quotes as your evidence, argue how you see the change in genre supporting the revision of the meaning of the original text. 
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